nationhood." It is a gross libel thus to accuse the oldest national
organization of India. This language lies ill in the mouth of a
Government which has, as can be proved from public records,
consistently thwarted every national effort for attaining freedom,
and sought to suppress the Congress by hook or by crook.
The Government of India have not condescended to consider
the Congress offer that if simultaneously with the declaration
of independence of India, they could not trust the Congress to
form a stable provisional  government,   they   should   ask  the,
Muslim League to do so and  that   any  national  governmenff
formed by the League would be loyally accepted by the Con-
gress.   Such an offer is hardly consistent with the charge of
totalitarianism against the Congress.
Let me examine the Government offer. "It is that as soon
as hostilities cease, India shall devise for herself, with full free-
dom of decision and on a basis embracing all and not only a
single party, the form of government which she regards as most
suited to her conditions." Has this offer any reality about it?
All parties have not agreed now. Will it be any more possible
after the war, if the parties have to act before independence
is in their hands? Parties grow up like mushrooms, for without"
proving their representative character, the Government will
welcome them as they have done in the past, if the parties
oppose the Congress and its activities, though they may do lip
homage to independence. Frustration is inherent in the Govern-
ment offer. Hence the logical cry of withdrawal first. Only
after the end of the British power and fundamental change in
the political status of India from bondage to freedom, will the
formation of a truly representative government, whether provi-
sional or permanent, be possible. The living burial of the authors
of the demand has not resolved the deadlock. It has aggravated it.^
Then the resolution proceeds, "The suggestion put forward"
by the Congress party that the millions of India uncertain as to
the future are ready, despite the sad lessons of so many martyr
countries, to throw themselves into the arms of the invaders,
is one that the Government of India cannot accept as a true
representation of the feeling of the people of this great country."
I do not know about the millions. But I can give my own
evidence in support of the Congress statement. It is open to the
Government not to believe the Congress evidence. No imperial
power likes to be told that it is in peril. It is because the
Congress is anxious for Great Britain to avoid the fate that has
overtaken other imperial powers that it asks her to shed
imperialism voluntarily by declaring India independent. The
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